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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 
Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 
I. Claims 1-4 are drawn to a method for evaluating growth factor or other 

biological factors, classified in class 435, subclass 7.9. 
II- Claims 1, 5-7, 9-1 1 and 13 are drawn to a method for evaluation examined 

by electrophoresis, classified in class 435, subclass 183. 
HI- Claims 1,5, 8-1 1 and 13 are drawn to a method for evaluation using dot or 
slot-blot methods, classified in class 4335, subclass 174. 

IV. Claims 1 and 12-13 are drawn to a method for evaluation determined by 
competitive binding, classified in class 435, subclass 1 73.9. 

V. Claims 1 and 14-1 5 are drawn to a method for evaluation that measures 
cellular ligand internalization, classified in class 435, subclass 7.93. 

VI. Claims 1 and 16-17 are drawn to a method for evaluation of iron binding 
protein and transferrin, classified in class 435, subclass 334. 

VII. Claims 1 and 18-19 are drawn to a method for evaluation of the degree of 
aggressiveness of tumor cells, classified in class 435, subclass 7.23. 

VIII. Claims 1 and 20-21 are drawn to a method of evaluation using anti-FITC 
antibodies, classified in class 435, subclass 125. 

IX. Claims 1 and 22-24 are drawn to a method of evaluation the cell binding 
capacity of ConA, classified in class 530, subclass 396. 
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X. Claims 1 and 25-27 are drawn to a method of evaluating annexin V to 
determine cell apoptosis, classified in class 435, subclass 29. 

XI. Claims 1 and 28 are drawn to a method of evaluating avidin, classified in 
class 435, subclass 7.5. 

XII. Claims 1 and 29-34 are drawn to a method of evaluating specific PCR 
products, classified in class 435, subclass 91.2. 

XIII. Claims 1 and 35 are drawn to a method of evaluation insulin, classified in 
class 530, subclass 303. 

2. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
Inventions I and any of groups ll-XIII are related as methods. Even though all the 
groups contain generic claim 1, the methods are distinct as claimed because each 
group has different method steps; different functions and the effects have different final 
outcomes. Only group X determines cell apoptosis, likewise only group XIII is drawn to 
the evaluation of insulin. The method of evaluating the cell binding capacity of annexin 
is like the outcome of any other group. Each group has different effects when compared 
to the other groups, i.e., a method for evaluation of the degree of aggressiveness of 
tumor cells. Moreover, the groups use different reagents and means of determination 
such as dot-blot methods or PCR methods. Therefore, the methods of the inventions 
are distinct as claimed. 
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3. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the 
search required for Group I is not required for Groups ll-XIII, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

5. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

6. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(i). 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ja-Na Hines whose telephone number is 703-305-0487. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday and alternate Fridays. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynette Smith can be reached on 703-308-3909. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-4242 
for regular communications and 703-308-4242 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
703-308-0196. 



Ja-Na Hines^ 
March 31, 2003 
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